A climate simulator that started life in a doctoral dissertation is being adopted by negotiators to assess their national greenhouse-gas commitments ahead of December's climate summit in Copenhagen.
Jones says that the model produces warming of 4.5 °C by 2100 for business as usual and 3.8 °C based on the targets announced in March. Taking into account all the latest pledges by countries, including a commitment from Russia this summer, the model's current reading is 3.5 °C.
"The doom and gloom story is getting 90% of the attention," he says, "but now we're at 3.5 °C. The global climate deal is getting better over time."
Still, global leaders made little headway on climate last week, at both a UN summit in New York and a meeting of the G20 in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Leaders of the G20 did, however, agree to phase out fossilfuel subsidies while providing "targeted support for the poorest". 
